
Get Ready For Second Grade! 
In second grade, your child will grow as a reader, writer, and mathematician in 
more complex and comprehensive ways. These “I Can…” statements are a few 
of the things your child will be able to do by the end of the school year. Let’s 

set ourselves up for success and start preparing this summer! 

Reading “I Can…” 

 Understand the structure of a story, including the purpose 
of beginnings (introducing) and endings (concluding). 

 Understand the most important details of a text—its main purpose 
and the “who,” “what,” “where,” “when,” “why,” and “how.” 

 Self-correct mistakes and re-read when necessary. 

 Compare and contrast topics and ideas across texts. 

 Read a variety of texts including fiction, non-fiction, and poetry. 

 Read words with common prefixes and suffixes, for example: pre-, 
re-, un-, -able, -ful, and -er. 

 Identify features authors use to provide information in non-fiction 
texts (words, phrases, illustrations, and photographs) 

 Make connections within and between texts. 

 Make predictions before and during reading. 

 Use both the words and illustrations to understand characters, 
setting, and plot. 



Math “I Can…” 
 Add and subtract numbers from 1-20 using mental math strategies.  

 Solve one and two-step addition and subtraction word problems 
with numbers up to 100. 

 Understand the difference between odd and even numbers. 

 Understand and break down a 3-digit number into groups of 
hundreds, tens, and ones. (Ex: 345 is 300+40+5) 

 Read, write, and count up to 1000, counting by 5’s, 10’s, and 100’s. 

 Compare 3-digit numbers, using the signs: >, <, and =. 

 Measure objects and use different units of measurement, like 
inches and centimeters.  

 Estimate an object’s measurement and measure how much longer 
one object is than another. 

 Tell time to the nearest five minutes using analog clocks. 

 Begin to solve word problems involving money. 

 Create picture and bar graphs, and answer questions about the data 
represented in the graphs. 

 Recognize triangles, quadrilaterals, pentagons, hexagons, and cubes—
and their defining characteristics, such as the number of angles. 

 Break up shapes into halves, thirds, and fourths, and use smaller 
shapes to create larger ones. 


